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P R E F AC E Public  Health  Department , 

The  Guildhall , 

H ELSTON. 

June , 1973. 


To  his  Worship,  The  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Members  of  the  Borough  Council. 

Your  Worship,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I regret  the  delay  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1971  and 
1972,  brought  about  by  the  demands  of  Local  Government  Reorganisation  on  the 
Borough  Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector.  These  combined  appointments, 
in  small  authorities  arising  from  the  Local  Government  Act  1929  will  disappear  in 
1974  and  illustrates  the  change  in  character  of  Local  Government  over  40  years. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  steadily  grows  which  presents  problems  of  mains 
services  to  the  town.  Plans  are  in  hand  for  an  extension  to  the  sewerage  works,  but  a 
potential  water  shortage  is  heralded  by  the  report  of  the  Cornwall  River  Authority 
on  it's  recent  survey  under  the  Water  Resources  Act  1963.  Details  of  the  Scheme  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  area  of  the  South  Cornwall  Water  Board  are  given  on  page  31 . 

In  1971  the  population  increase  was  240,  the  natural  increase,  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  148.  The  birth,  death  and  infant  mortality  rates  fell  compared  with  1970. 
The  illegitimate  rate  dropped  from  5%  last  year  to  4%.  The  number  of  stillbirths  in- 
creased from  3 to  5 giving  stillbirth  rates  of  1 1 per  1000  live  and  stillbirths  last  year 
and  19  in  1971 . All  the  infant  deaths  in  the  Borough  took  place  under  the  age  of  1 
week;  3 were  due  to  birth  injury  and  1 to  congenital  defect.  Only  3.7%  of  births  took 
place  at  home.  The  vital  statistics  of  the  Borough  compared  favourably  with  those  of 
the  country  as  a whole.  The  death  rate  and  infant  mortality  rate  for  Helston  were 
lower  than  for  England  and  Wales,  but  the  reverse  was  true  in  the  case  of  birth,  still- 
birth, early  neonatal  and  perinatal  mortality  rates. 

In  1972  there  was  a further  rise  of  340  in  the  population.  The  natural  increase  de- 
creased from  148  to  95.  Compared  with  1971  the  rates  in  the  following  year  showed 
a decrease  in  the  Birth  and  Stillbirth  rates;  and  an  increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality, 
general  Death  Rate,  and  home  delivery  rate.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate  remained 
constant. 

Three  of  the  4 infant  deaths  occurred  before  the  age  of  1 week;  the  cause  of  death 
being  birth  injury. 

The  statistics  of  the  Borough  compared  to  England  and  Wales  show  a higher  birth 
rate;  the  general  death  rate  slightly  higher;  the  stillbirth  rate  lower  and  the  infant 
mortality  identical. 
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Four  notifiable  infectious  diseases  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  1971.  The  most  prevalent  disease  was  measles.  For  the  third  year  in  succession  no 
case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  notified  within  the  Borough.  The  attendance  of 
pre-school  children  at  County  Health  Clinics  increased  by  424  this  year  and  with  the 
attachment  of  nursing  staff  to  General  Practitioner  surgeries  and  a fall  in  home  deliveries, 
ante  natal  visits  have  dropped  but  post-natal  visits  have  increased.  The  volume  of  work 
of  the  Nursing  Staff  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectorate  increased  slightly  in  1972  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

In  1972  7 cases  of  Measles  and  1 case  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified.  During  the 
months  of  May  - July  73  cases  of  Mumps  were  reported  from  the  Schools  in  the 
Borough.  The  number  of  children  given  protective  innoculations  at  Clinics  during 
the  year  remained  approximately  the  same  as  in  1971,  there  still  being  a low  accept- 
ance rate  for  measles  immunisation.  There  was  a reverse  of  the  downward  trend  of 
home  deliveries  — this  figure  was  8.9%  compared  with  3.7%  in  197 1 . One  hears  of 
dissatisfaction  of  Borough  mothers  with,  and  grumbles  from  relatives  about,  hospital 
confinement  at  a distance  from  Helston.  Clearly  mothers  should  have  the  choice  of 
hospital  or  home  delivery  where  circumstances  for  the  latter  are  suitable. 

The  beginnings  of  Local  Government  and  National  Health  Service  Reorganisation 
took  place  in  1971-1972.  The  first  event  was  the  splitting  up  of  the  County  Health 
and  Welfare  Department  and  the  setting  up  of  the  Social  Services  Department  on  the 
1st  April,  1971 . The  result  of  this  has  been  a reduction  in  clerical  staff  in  the 
Camborne  Area  Health  Office  because  more  clerical  time  was  transferred  than  had 
been  provided  for  welfare  functions  previously.  It  was  not  until  July,  1972  that  some 
improvement  in  clerical  help  was  effected  but  this  was  soon  dissipated  by  the  demands 
of  reorganisation  and  new  services.  As  a consequence  there  was  no  clerical  time  avail- 
able for  the  most  important  function  of  a Health  Department  which  is  to  collect, 
record,  and  digest  precise  information  on  factors  likely  to  affect  the  health  of  the 
community. 

The  Public  Health  Service  is  short  of  all  types  of  staff  and  for  some  years  a reappraisal 
of  task  has  had  to  be  undertaken  to  make  the  best  use  of  specialised  staff.  In  reorg- 
anisation there  must  be  built-in  safeguards  to  prevent  remoteness  of  administration 
and  staff  from  individuals  and  families  in  the  community  who  need  help.  In  Rural 
Areas  the  market  town  has  been  the  focal  point  of  contact  for  services.  Post  1974 
the  point  of  contact  must  still  be  in  the  market  town  to  give  an  easy  and  satisfactory 
relationship  between  the  customer  and  the  service  when  units  of  administration  in- 
crease in  population  and  acreage.  One  would  expect  the  tradition;  experience,  and 
civic  pride  of  the  Borough  to  contribute  much  to  the  vigour  of  the  new  authority. 
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In  presenting  my  penultimate  Annual  Report  for  the  Borough  I wish  to  express  my 
thanks  for  the  support  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  members  of  the  Committees, 
Officers  of  the  Council  and  for  the  work  of  the  staff  in  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  the  Area  Health  Office. 


I am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  W.  RE!D, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Area  Health  Office , 

Rectory  Road, 

CAMBORNE. 

Telephone:  Camborne  4221/7 
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Your  Worship,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


This  Report  covers  the  two  years  197 1 - 1972  and  indicates  the  very  great  variety  of 
work  in  a small  authority  with  a combined  appointment. 

With  the  continuing,  although  slight,  increase  in  population,  pressure  is  still  great  on 
all  the  services.  This  is  shown  by  the  numbers  of  visits  and  inspections  made  and  the 
number  of  notices  served. 

Underground  Rooms  Regulations  were  approved  to  assist  in  the  further  control  of 
poor  housing  accommodation. 

Refuse  Disposal  facilities  required  attention  and  a joint  scheme  was  instituted  with 
Kerrier  Rural  District  Council,  to  enable  both  authorities  to  have  adequate  facilities 
for  a considerable  time.  The  tip  was  to  be  at  St.  Martin,  about  4 miles  from  Helston, 
this  necessitated  an  additional  Refuse  Vehicle  due  to  the  increased  travelling  time 
from  Helston. 

Helston  Sewage  Works  contract  for  an  extension  to  enable  satisfactory  treatment 
for  a population  of  up  to  10,000  was  approved.  Messrs  F.J.  Hunt  Ltd.,  were  the 
successful  contractors,  the  contract  total  being  £466,000. 

Investigations  were  started  by  the  joint  consultants  regarding  the  possibility  of  sewering 
some  villages  to  the  north  of  Helston,  into  Helston  Sewage  Works. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  through  the  year  regarding  the  provision  of  a 
Swimming  Pool  in  the  Borough.  A site  was  eventually  agreed  upon  at  Helston  Fair- 
ground and  it  is  hoped  that  work  on  Bills  of  Quantities  and  Detailed  Drawings  will 
follow  shortly,  subsequent  to  a formal  Planning  Approval. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  how  the  Borough  of  Helston  is  adapting  itself  to  the  gradual 
change  of  populace  and  this  will  obviously  continue  as  property  prices  continue  to 
rise,  until  local  prices  have  reached  the  national  level.  But  it  is  imperative  that  the 
local  characteristics  are  retained,  and  this  can  only  be  assured  by  control  of  devel- 
opment being  exercised,  greatly  helped  by  Helston  Town  Centre  being  approved  as 
a Conservation  Area. 

I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Councillors,  Officers 
and  Staff,  for  their  considerable  support  throughout  the  past  two  years  and  feel  that 
the  results  that  have  been  achieved  have  been  through  the  combined  effort  of 
Councillors  and  Staff. 


I am 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

R.  W.  BYWATERS 
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SECTION  A 


1.  Physical  and  Social  Statistics 


Area  of  the  Borough 

(Census  1961) 

4,014  acres 

Density,  Houses  per  acre 

(Census  1951 ) 

0.43 

(Census  1961) 

0.58 

Estimate  1971 

0.82 

Estimate  1972 

0.85 

Persons  per  acre 

(Census  1951) 

1.4 

(Census  1961) 

1.8 

Estimate  1971 

2.57 

Estimate  1972 

2.63 

Number  of  families  sharing  a 

dwelling 

Census  1961 

33 

Population  Mid  year  estimate 

1934 

5,026 

Mid  year  estimate 

1951 

5,601 

Census  population 

1951 

5,545 

Mid  year  estimate 

1961 

6,960 

Census  population 

1961 

7,086 

Mid  year  estimate 

1971 

10,340 

Mid  year  estimate 

1972 

10,680 

Dwellings 

1971 

1972 

(a)  Houses  Total  inhabited 

3,298 

3,443 

Total  Council 

692 

692 

New  Private  Dwellings 

90 

245 

New  Council  Dwellings 

12 

Nil 

(b)Caravans 

Residential 

136 

136 

Seasonal  only 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  Caravans 

136 

136 

No.  of  Caravans  on  unlicensed  sites 

Nil 

Nil 

Ratio  of  houses  to  residential  caravans 

23:5 

25:1 

Provision  of  Services 

Percentage  of  dwellings  on  mains  water,  Census  1961  96.8 

Percentage  of  dwellings  on  water  carriage 

sewerage.  Census  1961 

91.1 

Refuse  Collection 

Percentage  of  dwellings  which  have  house 

refuse  collection 

100 

Revenue 

1971 

1972 

Rateable  value  of  Borough 

£315,234 

£338,939 

Product  of  penny  rate 

£1,182 

£3,083 
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I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.T.  Casey,  Manager  of  the  Department  of  Employment  and 
Productivity  for  the  following  information  on  employment,  unemployment,  disable- 
ment and  rehabilitation  in  Helston  and  District. 


Summary  of  Principal  Industries  and  Numbers  employed 


Industry 

Men 

1971  1972 

Women 

1971  1972 

Total 

1971  1972 

Agriculture 

206 

276 

29 

17 

235 

293 

Fishing 

38 

40 

— 

— 

38 

40 

Quarrying 

107 

100 

6 

6 

113 

106 

Food  Manufacture 

75 

53 

34 

29 

109 

82 

Engineering  and  Ship  Building 

227 

328 

38 

54 

265 

382 

Textiles 

24 

48 

114 

142 

138 

190 

Building  construction 

351 

617 

8 

9 

359 

626 

Gas,  Electricity  and  Water  Supply 

10 

— 

2 

— 

12 

— 

Transport  undertakings 

213 

169 

47 

10 

260 

179 

Distributive  trades 

234 

197 

358 

279 

592 

476 

Professional  services 

167 

291 

363 

414 

530 

705 

Public  Administration 

652 

662 

60 

85 

712 

747 

Miscellaneous  services 

1 10 

109 

142 

171 

252 

280 

Catering  Industry 

70 

83 

131 

120 

201 

203 

Others  not  specified 

136 

25 

64 

10 

200 

35 

TOTALS 

2,620 

2,998 

1,396 

1,346 

4,016 

4,344 

Placings 

The  following  persons  were  found  jobs  in  Helston. 

Men  Women  Boys  Girls 

1971  1972  1971  1972  1971  1972  1971  1972 

401  491  208  217  64  55  75  74 

and  in  other  areas:- 

Males  Females 

1971  1972  1971  1972 

42  44  24  23 

Unemployment 

391  men  in  1971  and  347  in  1972,  109  women  in  1971  and  79  in  1972  were  unem- 
ployed at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  industries  most  affected  were:  — 
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Industry 

Men 

1971 

1972 

Women 

1971  1972 

Total 

1971  1972 

Engineer  and  Electrical 

24 

25 

2 



26 

25 

Agriculture 

23 

13 

3 

2 

26 

15 

Fishing 

49 

44 

— 

— 

49 

44 

Transport  and  Communication 

29 

20 

1 

2 

30 

22 

Construction 

79 

36 

1 

— 

80 

36 

Catering 

34 

23 

30 

16 

64 

39 

Distributive  trades 

24 

24 

10 

12 

34 

36 

Insurance,  Banking  and  Finance 

11 

— 

3 

— 

14 

— 

Public  Administration  (including 
FI.M.  Forces) 

45 

69 

16 

9 

61 

78 

Other  Factory  Workers 

8 

13 

1 

6 

9 

19 

Miscellaneous  Services 

21 

16 

18 

11 

39 

27 

TOTALS 

347 

283 

85 

58 

432 

341 

Disablement 

The  number  of  Disabled  persons  on  the  Register  was: 

Men 

1971  1972 

Women 

1971  1972 

Total 

1971  1972 

Surgical 

80 

84 

5 

7 

85 

91 

Medical 

70 

79 

2 

5 

72 

84 

Psychiatric 

9 

11 

2 

2 

11 

13 

Others 

13 

13 

2 

2 

15 

15 

172 

187 

11 

16 

183 

203 

Analysis  of  unemployed  disabled  persons  on  Live  Register  April  1971/1972 


Men 

Women 

Total 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

Surgical 

20 

20 

2 

2 

22 

22 

Medical 

13 

13 

2 

2 

15 

15 

Psychiatric 

3 

3 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Others 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

38 

38 

4 

4 

42 

42 

Rehabilitation 


In  1971  8 persons  and  in  in  1972  9 persons  applied  for  entry  into  the  Rehabilitation 
Unit,  and  41  persons  in  1971  and  177  persons  in  1972  applied  for  a course  at  the 
Government  Training  Centre. 
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2.  Vital  Statistics  — 1971 


(a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

Total 

138 

125 

263 

Legitimate 

133 

120 

253 

Illegitimate 

5 

5 

10 

Birth  Rate  (Crude) 

25.4 

Comparability  Factor 

.81 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

20.6 

Illegitimate  Rate  (percentage  of  Live  Births) 

4 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

268 

(b)Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  1 

live  and  stillbirths) 

19 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  resident  population) 

0.47 

(c)  General  Deaths(excluding  Still  Births) 


Males  Females  Total  Rate 

All  causes  56  59  115 

Death  Rate  (Crude)  11.1 

Comparability  Factor  0.84 

Standardised  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  9.3 

Maternal  Deaths  NIL 

Maternal  Mortality  (per  1 ,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  NIL 

(d)Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

Males  Females  Total  Rate 

Total  2 2 4 

Legitimate  2 2 4 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  1,000  legitimate  live  births  16 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  NIL 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births)  15 


(e)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Total  — 4 

Neo  natal  mortality  (per  1,000  total  legitimate  and  illegitimate  live  births)  15 
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(f)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week 


Total  — 4 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  (per  1,000  total  live  births)  15 

Perinatal  mortality  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  34 

(g) Maternal  Mortality  NIL 


Vital  Statistics  — 1972 


(a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

131 

100 

231 

Legitimate 

126 

96 

222 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  (Crude) 
Comparability  Factor 

5 

4 

9 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 
Illegitimate  Rate  (percentage  of  Live  Births) 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

233 

(b)Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

2 

— 

2 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths) 

Stillbirth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  resident  population) 

Rate 


18.2 

.81 

17.5 

4 


Rate 


9 

0.18 


(c)  General  Deaths  (excluding  Still  Births) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

All  causes 

Death  Rate  (Crude) 

68 

68 

136 

12.7 

Comparability  Factor 

Standardised  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 
Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  Mortality  (per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 


0.93 

11.8 

NIL 

NIL 


(d)Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total 

1 

3 

4 

Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

— — 

— 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 


Rate 


18 

NIL 

17 
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(e)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 


Total  — 3 

Neonatal  mortality  (per  1,000  total  legitimate  and  illegitimate  live  births)  13 

(f)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week 


Total  — 3 

Early  neonatal  mortality  (per  1,000  total  live  births)  13 

Perinatal  mortality  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined 

per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  21 


(g)  Maternal  Mortality 


NIL 


(h) Infant  Mortality  — Causes  and  Ages  at  Death 


Congenital  Anomalies 
Difficult  Labour 


1971 

1 day  1-6  1-4 

& under  days  weeks 

1 

1 2 

1972 


1-6  6-12  Total 

mths.  mths. 

1 

- - 3 


Difficult  Labour  and 

Birth  Injury  1 2 

Uraemia  1 - 


2 

1 


(i)  Principal  Causes  of  Deaths 


All  Ages 

Percentage 
of  Total 

Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

Heart 

20 

26 

20 

20 

40 

46 

34.8 

33.3 

Cardio-Vascular  Disease 

of  the  Central  Nervous 

System 

10 

16 

11 

13 

21 

29 

18.3 

21.32 

Cancer 

10 

9 

12 

10 

22 

19 

19.1 

15.00 

Respiratory 

8 

6 

4 

6 

12 

12 

10.4 

8.82 

(j)  Road  Accidents 


I am  indebted  to  Sgt.  W.R.  Tabb,  Accident  Prevention  Officer,  Truro  Police  Station 
for  the  following  table:- 
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Fatal 

1971  1972 

Seriously  Injured 
1971  1972 

Slightly  Injured 
1971  1972 

January 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

February 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

7 

March 

_ — 

— 

2 

— 

6 

April 

— — 

— 

1 

1 

2 

May 

— — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

June 

— — 

5 

— 

1 

1 

July 

— — 

1 

3 

4 

4 

August 

— — 

1 

4 

3 

5 

September 

— — 

— 

1 

8 

1 

October 

— — 

1 

1 

7 

— 

November 

— — 

— 

7 

1 

4 

December 

— — 

— 

— 

3 

7 

1 

10 

21 

28 

38 

(k) Accidents  in  the  Home 


1971 

Eleven  children,  6 boys  and  5 girls,  whose  ages  ranged  from  1-5  years  suffered  home 
accidents.  In  all  cases  the  families  were  adequately  housed  and  in  one  instance  the 
mother  went  out  to  work. 


No.  of  child- 
ren in  family 

No.  of  child- 
who  had 
accidents 

T ype  of 
Accident 
Burn  Fall 

1 yr. 

M F 

2 yrs. 

M F 

3 yrs. 

M F 

4 yrs. 

M F 

5 yrs. 

M F 

1 

4 

1 3 



1 1 

1 - 

1 



2 

3 

5 

1 

5 

- 1 

1 

1 - 

- 1 

1 

1 _ 

1 - 

4 

1 

1 

— — 

— — 

1 

— — 

1972 


Nine  children  7 boys  and  2 girls  whose  ages  ranged  from  1-4  yrs.  suffered  home 
accidents.  In  ail  cases  the  families  were  adequately  housed  in  one  instance  the 
mother  went  out  to  work. 


No.  of  child- 
ren in  family 

No.  of  child- 
who  had 
accidents 

Over- 

dose 

of 

Drugs 

Fall 

1 yr. 

M F 

2 yrs. 

M F 

3 yrs. 

M F 

4 yrs. 

M F 

5 yrs. 

M F 

1 

3 

1 

2 

— — 

1 

1 1 

— — 

— — 

2 

Q 

4 

i 

2 

2 

i 

- 1 

- 1 

1 1 

1 - 

— — 

o 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

1 

— — 

13. 


(I)  Drownings 

No  person  was  drowned  on  the  Borough's  beaches  in  1971 . In  1972  3 persons  were 
drowned  — 2 Service  women  and  1 child. 


(m)  Comparative  Rates 


England  and  Wales 
1971  and  1972 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

Helston 

1971  and  1972 
Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births 

16.0 

14.8 

20.6 

17.5 

Still  Births 

12.0 

12.0 

19.0 

9.0 

Deaths 

11.6 

12.1 

9.3 

11.8 

Infant  Mortality  (deaths  under 

1 year  of  age) 

18.0 

17.0 

15.0 

17.0 

Neonatal  Mortality  (deaths 
under  4 weeks  of  age) 

12.0 

12.0 

i 

15.0 

13.0 

Early  neonatal  Mortality 
(deaths  under  1 week  of 
age) 

10.0 

10.0 

15.0 

13.0 

Perinatal  mortality  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  under  1 week 
of  age) 

22.0 

22.0 

34.0 

21.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1972 
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3.  Summary  of  Area  Statistics  for  1971 


General 

Camborne- 

Redruth 

Kerrier 

Helston 

Area  in  Acres 

22,411 

90,989 

4,017 

Population 

41,930 

23,590 

10,340 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 

15,272 

8,757 

3,135 

No.  of  Council  houses 

2,112 

971 

692 

Vital 

No.  of  births 

693 

272 

263 

Standardised  birth  rate 

17.5 

12.5 

20.6 

No.  of  still  births 

Still  birth  rate  (per  1,000  live 

5 

3 

5 

and  stillbirths) 

7 

11 

19 

Infant  Deaths 

15 

4 

4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

22.00 

15.00 

15 

Maternal  Mortality 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1,000  live  and  stillbiths) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  Deaths 

608 

294 

115 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

12.8 

11.9 

9.3 

Principal  Causes  of  Death  (percentage  of  Total  Deaths)  1971 

(a)  Infants  under  1 year 

Congenital 

46.68 

25.00 

25.00 

Birth  Injury  & Difficult  Labour 

40.00 

25.00 

75.00 

Respiratory 

6.66 

— 

— 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  mortality  6.66 

25.00 

— 

Meningitis 

— 

25.00 

— 

(b)AII  Ages 

Respiratory 

12.82 

10.8 

10.4 

Cancer 

17.11 

17.3 

19.1 

Heart 

Cardio-vascular  disease  of  the 

35.19 

45.2 

34.8 

Central  Nervous  System 

20.72 

Camborne- 

Redruth 

16.3 

Kerrier 

18.30 

Helston 

Accident  Deaths 

M F 

M F 

M F 

Motor  Accidents 

1 2 

2 1 

2 1 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted 

8 11 

2 2 

2 

injuries 

— — 

1 1 

— — 

Area  2 
Total 

117,417 

75,860 

27,164 

3,775 


1,228 

13 


23 


1,017 


39.13 

43.47 

4.35 

8.70 

4.35 


Area  2 
Total  1971 

9 

25 

2 
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Camborne- 

Redruth 


Kerrier 


Helston 


Area  2 
Total  1971 


Infectious  Diseases 

Tuberculosis  Notifications  (new  cases  only) 


Respiratory 

11 

7 

Nil 

18 

Non-respiratory 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Incidence  Rate  — 

Respiratory 

0.26 

0.30 

Nil 

Non-respiratory 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

Gastro-Enteritis 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Measles 

5 

16 

42 

63 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

2 

2 

4 

Infective  Hepatitis 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Meningitis 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Salmonella  Infection 

4 

7 

2 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Streptococcal  Infection 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

(Rates  are  given  per  1,000  population) 

4.  Summary  of  Area  Statistics  — 1972 

_ , Camborne- 

General  „ , 

Redruth 

Area  in  Acres  22,411 

Kerrier 

90,989 

Helston 

4,017 

Area  No.  2 

Total 

117,417 

Population 

42,910 

23,780 

10,680 

77,370 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 

15,735 

9,070 

3,443 

28,248 

No.  of  Council  houses 

2,121 

993 

690 

3,804 

Vital 

No.  of  births 

692 

255 

231 

1,178 

Standardised  birth  rate 

17.1 

12.6 

17.5 

No.  of  still  births 

8 

2 

2 

12 

Still  birth  rate  (per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths) 

11 

8 

9 

Infant  Deaths 

15 

3 

4 

22 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

22.00 

12.00 

17.0 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per 
1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  Deaths 

573 

282 

136 

991 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

11.8 

10.5 

11.8 

20 


Camborne- 

Redruth 


Kerrier 


Helston 


Area  No.  2 
Total 


Principal  Causes  of  Death  (percentage  of  Total  Deaths) 


(a)  Infants  under  1 year 


Anomalies 

— 

33.3 

— 

4.55 

Congenital 

26.67 

— 

— 

18.17 

Meningitis 

— 

33.4 

— 

4.55 

Birth  Injury  & Difficult  Labour 

40.00 

33.33 

75.00 

45.45 

Pneumonia 

13.33 

— 

— 

9.09 

Respiratory 

13.33 

— 

— 

9.09 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  mortality 

6.67 

— 

— 

4.55 

Syptoms  & III  Defined  Conditions 

— 

— 

25.00 

4.55 

(b)AII  Ages 

Respiratory 

11.52 

10.6 

8.82 

Cancer 

19.72 

18.44 

15.00 

Heart 

Cardi-vascular  disease  of  the 

35.77 

41.44 

33.32 

Central  Nervous  System 

16.93 

12.41 

21.32 

Camborne- 
Red  ruth 

Kerrier 

Helston 

Area  No.  2 

Total  1972 

Accident  Deaths  M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Motor  Accidents  3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

All  other  accidents  5 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted 

7 

1 

2 

1 

3 

19 

injuries  4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

8 

Infectious  Diseases 

Tuberculosis  Notifications 

(new  cases  only) 

Respiratory 

10 

5 

Nil 

15 

Non-respiratory 

Incidence  Rate  — 

3 

3 

Nil 

6 

Respiratory 

.23 

12 

Nil 

Non-respiratory 

.07 

.1 

Nil 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

Measles 

23 

15 

7 

45 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Salmonella  Infection 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

(Rates  are  given  per  1,000  population) 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  BOROUGH 


1.  Local  Sanitary  Services 
(a)  Staff 

(i)  Helston  Borough  Council  (Local  Sanitary  Authority) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Area  Medical  Officer 

Dr.  J.A.W.  REID,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  M.F.C.P.,  F.R.S.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Mr.  R.W.  BYWATERS,  M.R.S.H.,  A.F.S. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Mr.  J.A.  CADMAN,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

Mr.  D.W.  MULLER,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.lnst.F. 

Clerical  Staff 

Mrs.  F.G.  BUSUSTOW 
Miss  A.  ROSEWARNE 
Mrs.  D.E.  CHRISTOPHERS  (Part-time) 

Rodent  Operator 

Mr.  B.  HINDER 

(ii)  Cornwall  County  Council  Staff  (Local  Health  Authority) 

Clinic  Doctors 

Dr.  W.  JACKSON,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

Dr.  J.  WALDRON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.C.H. 

Dentists 

Mr.  F.J.J.  KNIGHT,  L.D.S.  (comm.  Jan.  1971) 

Mr.  J.K.  DONALD,  L.D.S.,  (R.C.S.  Eng.)  (res,  Oct.  1971) 
Mr.  J.  KEATES,  B.Ds.,  Mobile  Surgery  (comm.  June  1971) 

Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer 

Miss  V.  COVENTRY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Q.N.S.,  H.V.Cert. 
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Health  Visitors 

Mrs.  N.  SPALDING 
Miss  M.A.  BOWYER 
Miss  M.  SAVAGE 
Miss  P.  TAYLOR 

District  Nurse/Midwives/Health  Visitors  (Combined) 

Miss  I.F.  MAY 
Mrs.  D.  OUGH 
Miss  F.  PIPER 
Miss  S.  WOODWARD 
Mrs.  I.A.  TREGLOAN 
Mrs.  J.  LOVELOCK 

Mrs.  B.  GETHING  (P/T),  (ret.  Sept.  1972) 

Mrs.  B.  MANATON 

Miss  M.  WESTON 

Mrs.  M.L.  SOUTHCOTT  (P/T) 

Mrs.  M.G.  BUSUSTOW 
Mrs.  H.  THOMAS 

Mrs.  R.  COWAN  (P/T),  (res.  Oct.  1972) 

Miss  D.  ROBINSON 
Mrs.  G.  BERRY 

With  G.P.  Attachment  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  work  both  in  the 
Helston  and  Kerrier  Areas. 

Dental  Attendant 

Mrs.  C.  BREWER 

Clerical  Staff 

Mr.  D.  MAY 
Mrs.  V.E.  PAUL 
Mrs.  S.M.TELLAM 

Mrs.  A.  NICHOLLS  (P/T  — transferred  to  Social  Services  Department) 

Mrs.  M.  KELLY  — (transferred  to  Social  Services  Department) 

Mrs.  K.  DARCH  (res.  May,  1972) 

Mrs.  M.  GUNN  (comm.  June,  1972) 

One-quarter  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  time  is  devoted  to  the  Personal  Health 
Services  which  are  the  function  of  No.  2 Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of  the  Cornwall 
County  Council.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical  Adviser  to  the  Camborne 
Division  of  the  South  Cornwall  Water  Board. 


23. 


(b) Laboratory  Facilities 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  requiring  examination  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  Truro.  Hereunder  is  a summary 
of  the  investigations  carried  out: 


1971  1972 


Cholera 

faeces 

6 

— 

Salmonella 

food 

1 

— 

Infection 

faeces 

25 

1 

Dysentery 

faeces 

— 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

faeces 

6 

— 

Food  Swabs 

— 

36 

Crab  Meat 

— 

102 

Crab  Shells 

— 

6 

Gastro-enteritis 

faeces 

— 

2 

(c)  National  Assistance  Act  1948  and  (‘Amendment)  Act  1951  - Section  47 
Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  Act  during  1971  and  1972. 

(d) Old  People's  Register 

A total  of  53  persons  are  known  to  the  Public  Health  Department.  Three  new  cases 
in  1971  and  4 new  cases  in  1972  were  added  to  the  Register.  They  were  referred 
as  follows: 

2 by  the  Hospital,  1 by  the  Chiropodist  and  4 by  the  Health  Visitors. 

2.  Local  Health  Authority  Services 
Personal  Health  Services 

The  following  Personal  Health  Services  are  provided  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  by  the  Cornwall  County  Council  and  are  administered  through 
No.  2 Area  Health  Sub-Committee  on  which  the  Rural  District  is  represented  by 
3 members  and  the  Borough  by  1 member. 

(a)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  - Section  22 

Ante-natal  guidance  was  provided  as  in  past  years. 

The  following  educational  classes  for  expectant  mothers  were  held: 

Helston 


1971 

1972 

Sessions  held 

24 

26 

Mothers  attending 

106 

103 

Attendance 

309 

460 

Average  attendance  per  session 

21 

18 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  and  toddlers  who  attended  the 
clinic  and  the  number  of  visits  these  children  made  to  the  clinic  throughout  the  year. 


Helston 

1971  1972 

Porthleven 

1971  1972 

First  attendance  during  year  of 

children  born  in  present  year 

232 

202 

57 

60 

First  attendance  during  year  of 

children  born  in  last  year 

265 

160 

56 

23 

Born  in  previous  4 years 

111 

61 

23 

21 

Total  attendance  under  1 year 

3,168 

2,774 

519 

707 

Total  attendance  over  1 year 

830 

654 

113 

145 

Total  attendance 

3,998 

3,428 

632 

852 

Welfare  Foods 

Welfare  Foods  were  distributed  as  in  previous  years. 

Family  Planning 

The  Secretary  of  the  Helston  Family  Planning  Clinic  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information:  — 


Sessions 

Patients  attended 

New  Patients 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1971  1972 

30 

60 

780 

847 

143  237 

The  new  patients  were  referred  as  follows: 


1971 

1972 

G P 

• 1 • ••  •• 

42 

43 

Friends 

62 

71 

Transfers  from  other  clinics 

79 

64 

Officially  transferred 

17 

16 

Others 

22 

36 

Smears  taken  during  1971  = 214 

1972  = 78 

(b)Midwifery  - Section  23 

There  are  1 1 County  Council  Midwives  in  the  combined  area  of  Helston  and  Kerrier. 
Figures  for  1971  and  1972  are  as  follows: 
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Home 

Confinements  attended 

% Total 

Babies  born  in  hospital 

1971 

1972 

Births 

1971  1972 

1971 

1972 

47 

47 

9%  9.7% 

488 

439 

Discharged  at  48  hours 

Discharged  before  8th  day 

1971 

1972 

1971  1972 

110 

38 

356  276 

The  following  number  of  ante-natal  and  post-natal  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

Helston  and  Kerrier 

197J 1972 

Post  natal  ..  ..  2,670  2,890 

Ante-natal  ..  ..  1,874  1,961 


Kerrier  Rural  District: 

Domiciliary 

1971  1972 

Hospitals 

1971 

1972 

Total  births 

38 

21 

234 

234 

Full  time 

38 

20 

215 

224 

Stillbirths 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Premature  stillbirths 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Premature 

— 

1 

— 

9 

Neo  natal  Deaths 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Infant  Deaths 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Helston  Borough: 

Total  births 

9 

20 

254 

211 

Full  time 

9 

20 

230 

199 

Premature 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Neo  natal  deaths 

1 

— 

4 

3 

Stillbirths 

— 

— 

5 

2 

Premature  stillbirths 

— 

— 

5 

1 

Other  Infant  Deaths 

— 

— 

, — 

1 

Cytology  Clinics 


1971 

1972 

Clinics  held 

11 

12 

Patients  seen  by  Clinic  Doctor 

222 

265 

Satisfactory  Results 

202 

224 

No.  of  Patients  referred  to  Family  Doctor  for 
treatment  of  minor  conditions 

17 

41 

No.  of  cases  referred  for  further  investigation 
of  cancer 

3 

2 
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(c)  Health  Visiting  - Section  24 

Four  full-time  Health  Visitors  and  7 District  Nurses/Midwife/Health  Visitors  work  in 
the  Helston  and  Kerrier  areas,  the  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  them. 


Domiciliary  Visits 

Helston  and  Kerrier 

1971  1972 

Children  under  5 years 

7,399 

7,441 

Children  5 to  16  years 

— 

193 

Aged  and  Infirm 

964 

994 

Social  visits 

534 

400 

Other  cases 

16 

71 

Ante  natal  visits 

214 

327 

Attendance  at  Clinics 

Welfare  Clinics 

164 

163 

Tuberculosis  Clinics 

58 

89 

Immunisations 

86 

99 

Mothercraft  and  Parentcraft 

8 

10 

Teaching  Sessions 

5 

— 

Attendance  at  Schools 

- 

Medical  Inspections 

85 

78 

Cleanliness  Inspections 

83 

132 

Immunisation  Sessions 

10 

69 

G.P.  Surgeries 

Visits  to  surgery 

294 

273 

Wei! -baby  sessions 

44 

39 

Immunisation  sessions 

86 

99 

(d)Home  Nursing  - Section  25 

Twelve  Home  Nurses  and  4 part-time  nurses  were  engaged  in  District  Nursing  in  the 
combined  areas.  During  1971  they  made  31,015  visits  and  in  1972  they  made 
29,524  visits  as  follows: 


General 

Ante  natal  Visits  .. 

Ante-natal  Educational  Classes 
Others 

Surgery  Visits 


1971 

1972 

24,  624 

23,092 

1,873 

1,955 

479 

461 

3,008 

3,177 

921 

839 
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(e)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  - Section  26 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  vaccinated  and  immunised  at  the  clinics  in  the 
area: 


Kerrier 

Clinics 

1971 

Complete 

1972 

Incomplete 

1971  1972 

Poliomyelitis 

Full  Course  Oral 

58 

41 

— 

42 

Oral  Booster 

103 

113 

Diphtheria/Whooping  cough/Tetanus 

Primary 

43 

39 

— 

41 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  — 

Primary 

— 

— 

Booster 

102 

106 

Smallpox 

Primary 

12 

— 

Measles 

109 

79 

Helston 

Poliomyelitis 

Full  Course  Oral 

161 

158 

— 

194 

Oral  Booster 

150 

114 

Diphtheria/Whooping  cough/Tetanus  — 

Primary 

150 

150 

— 

190 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  — 

Booster 

137 

111 

Smallpox 

Primary 

108 

— 

Measles 

142 

153 

(f)  Ambulance  Service  - Section  27 

Week-days,  during  working  hours,  the  Ambulance  Depots  at  Redruth  and  Falmouth 
carry  out  the  routine  work  in  Helston  Borough  and  Kerrier  Rural  District  and  deal 
with  some  accident  and  emergency  cases. 

In  Helston,  St.  John  Ambulance  Division  operate  2 ambulances  and  deal  with  the 
majority  of  accident  and  emergency  cases  during  the  day  as  well  as  at  nights  and 
week-ends. 

(g)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  - Section  28 

1.  Nursing  Equipment 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  requiring  after-care  are  treated  by  the  Home 
Nurse  or  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitor.  Sick  room  equipment  such  as  urine  bottles, 
bedpans,  bed  rests,  air  cushions,  mattresses,  rubber  sheeting  can  be  had  on  loan. 
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2.  Hospital  — After  Care 

The  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer  liaises  with  the  hospital  staffs.  Background 
reports  of  home  and  social  conditions  are  made  available  to  the  medical  staff  and  ad- 
vance requests  are  made  for  home  nursing,  home  help,  or  supervisory  visits  which 
the  patient  may  require  on  discharge. 

(i)  Meals  on  Wheels 

Mrs.  P.  Pearce  is  the  County  W.R.V.S.  "Meals  on  Wheels"  Organiser.  The  provision  of 
meals  in  Helston  and  Porthleven  through  the  year  was  as  follows: 


1971 

1972 

Helston 

854 

802 

Porthleven 

670 

736 

Total  BOROUGH 

1,524 

1,538 

(j) 

The  Register  of  children  with  a handicap  in  Helston  and  District  contained  the 
following  categories: 


Year  of  Birth 

Disability 

(a) 

1968 

M F 

1969 

M F 

1970 

M F 

1971 

M F 

1972 

M F 

Majority  Congenital  Defects 
Physical 

Mental 

2 

1 

1 2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(b) 

Minor  Congenital  Defects 

(0 

Birth  Hazards 

3 1 

2 1 

1 

1 

2 

(d) 

Defects  as  a result  of  injury 
or  disease 

1 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

3,  Hospital  Services  and  G.P.  Services 


As  in  previous  years. 

4,  Mass  X-Ray  Unit 

The  unit  is  available  twice  a month  as  follows: 

2nd  and  4th  Monday  of  each  month:  Car  Park, 

Trengrouse  Way,  5.15  p.m. 

HELSTON.  6.00  p.m. 
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5.  Blood  Transfusion  Service 

I am  indebted  to  Miss  Cole,  Regional  Donor  Organiser,  for  the  following  information 
on  the  Service: 

Sessions  Donors  attending 

1971  1971 

444 
439 


Helston  4 

R.N.A.S.,  Culdrose  4 
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SECTION  C 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 
1.  Water  Supply 

Forty-four  samples  were  taken  in  197 1 and  again  in  1972  from  different  sources  by 
the  South  Cornwall  Water  Board.  None  contained  Coliform  organisms. 

Several  complaints  were  received  throughout  the  year  regarding  sediment.  This  was 
found  to  be  due  to  water  mains  terminal  points  and  have  been  largely  reduced  by 
the  South  Cornwall  Water  Board's  insertion  of  loops  and  flush-out  valves. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Holman,  Engineer,  South  Cornwall  Water  Board  for  the 
following  information  on  rainfall  throughout  the  year.  During  1971  rainfall  over  the 
Board's  area  was  only  80%  of  the  average  annual  rainfall  during  the  previous  13 
years.  There  is  no  water  extraction  point  within  the  Borough.  The  extraction  point 
at  Three  Cross,  Nr.  Helston  yielded  965.30  mm  during  the  year  and  the  monthly 
average  is  -80.44.  The  long  term  monthly  average  was  100.54  — this  represents  80% 
of  the  long  term  monthly  average. 

In  the  following  year  the  rainfall  rose  to  136%  of  the  average  annual  rainfall  during 
the  previous  14  years. 

The  annual  yield  from  the  water  extraction  point  at  Three  Cross  near  Helston  was 
1 195.2  mm  and  monthly  average  99.6  mm 

Water  Resources  Act,  1963 

The  Survey  carried  out  under  Section  14  of  this  Act  was  published  by  the  Cornwall 
River  Authority.  The  extensions  favoured  by  the  South  Cornwall  Water  Board  were 
accepted  by  the  Borough  Council  and  are  listed  as  follows: 

(a)  The  augmentation  of  the  Stithians  Reservoir  yield  by  extraction  and  pumping 
from  the  River  Kennal  and  the  River  Cober  (average  yield  in  each  case  9.09  ml. 
per  day  (2.0  m.g.d.)) 

(b) The  development  of  the  Loe  Pool  as  a source  of  supply  (average  yield  22.73  ml. 
per  day  (5.0  m.g.d.)) 

The  phasing  of  this  work  would  be: 

1971  Kennal  Vale 

1981  Stithians  Treatment 

1986  Loe  Pool  Intake  and  Main 

1991  Raise  level  Loe  Pool 
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2.  Sewage  and  Sewerage  Disposal 

With  the  continued  expansion  of  Helston,  the  developers  of  land  at  the  rear  of  Gweal- 
dues  were  asked  to  prepare  an  overall  scheme  showing  sewerage  facilities  (including  a 
pumping  station).  This  will  enable  long-term  development  to  be  considered. 

(a)  Helston 

A tender  was  accepted  by  the  Council  from  Messrs.  F.W.  Hunt  & Company  Limited 
for  the  extension  of  the  existing  works  up  to  a population  of  10,000.  It  is  expected 
that  the  contract  will  take  two  years  to  complete,  the  estimated  completion  date 
being  April,  1974. 

An  approach  was  made  by  the  adjacent  Kerrier  Rural  District  regarding  the  possibility 
of  sewering  several  of  the  adjacent  villages  into  Helston  Sewage  Treatment  Works. 

This  is  to  be  investigated. 

(b) Porthleven 

The  tidal  outfall  of  the  sewer  at  Porthleven  gave  rise  to  numerous  complaints  during 
June  to  September  and  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  have  been  asked  to  pro- 
duce a preliminary  report  on  the  possible  remedies  for  the  problem. 

(c)  Flooding 

One  minor  case  occurred  which  necessitated  minor  work  being  carried  out. 

3.  Trade  Effluent 

It  has  not  been  possible,  due  to  pressure  of  other  work,  to  take  any  action  in  this 
respect. 

4.  Public  Health  Inspections  in  the  District 


Inspections  have  been  made  to  various  premises  and  the  following  notices  served. 


F.  & 1.  Notices 

Served 

1971  1972 

Abated 

1971  1972 

General  Repairs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Animals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage 

10 

8 

10 

8 

W.C.  Accommodation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dangerous  Buildings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

P.H.  Act 

36 

23 

36 

23 

O.S.  & R.P.  Act 

2 

4 

2 

4 

Housing  Act 

— 

18 

— 

18 

Clean  Air  Act 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Petroleum  Act 

— 

39 

— 

39 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

38 

1 

38 

— 
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Served 

1971  1972 

Abated 

1971  1972 

Building  Regulations 

51 

38 

51 

38 

Food  and  Drugs 

18 

26 

18 

26 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control 

of  Development  Act 

2 

2 

2 

— 

The  policy  of  carrying  out  work  in  default  or  by  agreement,  has  continued,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  was  required  to  carry  out  the  necessary  inspections, 
reports  and  complete  the  formalities  before  the  work  could  be  completed  satisfactorily. 

Housing  Act,  1957 

One  hundred  and  ten  visits  were  made  under  the  Housing  Act  in  1971  and  238  in 
1972. 

With  the  reorganisation  of  the  Department  it  was  found  that  more  time  could  be 
spent  on  this  aspect  and  several  Closing  Orders  were  made  as  well  as  the  formal 
adoption  of  the  Underground  Room  Regulations. 

Factories  Act,  1961 

Eight  visits  were  made  during  1971  and  28  during  1972. 

Part  1 of  the  Act 

1 . Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors),  for  the  year  1971 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

1 nspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1 ,2,3,4  & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  ( 1 ) in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

49 

8 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out  workers' 
premises) 

' 

TOTAL 

50 

8 

— 

— 

33. 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors),  for  the  year  1972. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

1 nspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1 ,2,3,4  & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

1 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  ( 1 ) in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

1 

27 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out  workers' 
premises) 

TOTAL 

2 

28 

— 

— 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

No  complaints  were  received  in  either  year. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  following  properties  were  treated  for  rats  and  mice 

1971  1972 

Private  Dwellings  ..  74  51 

Business  Properties  ..  28  28 

A sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  on  700  manholes,  of  which  105  were  treated 
following  test  baiting.  Results  showed  14%  "takes”,  an  increase  of  5%  over  last 
year.  It  was  decided  to  send  the  Rodent  Operator  on  a refresher  course  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

During  both  years  4 persons  were  registered  under  this  Act. 
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Visits  and  Inspections  to  various  premises  during  1971  and  1972  were:- 


1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

Meat  Inspection, 

884 

599 

1 Sewage  Plant 

108 

121 

Public  Health  Act 

144 

145 

Public  Conveniences 

42 

64 

Housing  Act 

110 

238 

Public  Amenities 

123 

208 

Food  & Drugs  Act 

278 

152 

Food  Inspections 

16 

20 

O.S.  & R.  Premises 

Refuse  Collection 

Act 

31 

46 

& Disposal 

293 

197 

Drainage  Inspections 

290 

247 

Improvement  Grants 

96 

332 

Burial  Grounds 

46 

80 

Caravan  Sites 

11 

29 

Building  Regulations 

1,211 

1,524 

Highways 

65 

128 

Factories 

8 

28 

Infectious  Disease 

11 

6 

Rodent  Control 

6 

20 

Misc.  including  Oil 

Leats  & Watercourses 

58 

135 

Pollution 

233 

406 

Market 

70 

131 

Petroleum 

10 

31 

Noise  Abatement 

18 

Nil 

The  considerable  increase  in  development  is  shown  by  the  numbers  of  Building 
Regulations  Inspections  being  carried  out  which  show  a 7%  and  a 6%  increase 
respectively. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  collection  is  on  the  increase  with  the  increase  in  occupied  houses  and  this, 
with  the  opening  of  the  joint  Helston  and  Kerrier  Council's  Refuse  Tip  at  St.  Martin, 
some  4 miles  from  Helston,  has  necessitated  the  purchasing  of  an  additional  30/50 
cub.  yard  Refuse  Vehicle. 

Shell  Fish  Waste 

With  Porthleven  Fisheries  expanding  their  processing  business  the  total  crab  shell 
waste  increased  and  considerable  problems  arose  due  to  the  high  smell  arising  from 
the  waste  material. 

Several  methods  of  treatment  were  applied,  including  grinding,  but  none  were 
completely  successful.  The  present  system  of  transporting  in  a "skip"  is  satisfactory 
providing  it  is  covered  immediately  it  is  tipped.  Discussion  indicate  that  this  may 
alter  in  the  future:  time  will  tell. 

Cesspool  and  Gully  Emptying 

This  has  continued  as  before,  but  may  have  to  be  amended  with  the  reduction  in 
sludge  bed  facilities  at  the  Sewage  Works,  when  the  extension  works  commence. 

Burial  Ground 

Forty-six  visits  were  made  in  1971  to  both  cemeteries  and  80  in  1972. 
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Helston  Cemetery 

It  was  decided  to  install  electric  light  and  heating  in  the  Cemetery  Chapel  and  this 
work  was  completed  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

Porthleven  Cemetery  and  Mortuary 

The  new  Mortuary  and  Chapel  of  Rest  was  successfully  completed  and  now  contains 
Post  Mortem  facilities  and  a Refrigeration  Room  to  hold  up  to  4 bodies.  It  appears 
to  be  one  of  the  best  appointed  Mortuaries  for  a small  authority. 

Public  Conveniences 

Although  considerable  improvements  were  obtained  last  year  the  Monument 
conveniences  have  been  the  subject  of  several  attacks  of  vandalism,  and  this  will, 
in  time,  necessitate  a re-build. 

Disabled  persons  toilets  were  scheduled  and  completed  at  Helston  Coronation  Lake 
and  Park  and  these  have  proved  of  considerable  assistance  to  visitors. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING  IN  THE  BOROUGH 


1.  Housing 


The  following  houses  were  erected:- 


1971 


1972 


Council 

Private 


12 

90 


Nil 

245 


(a)  Considerable  discussion  have  taken  place  throughout  the  years  to  try  and  ease  the 
housing  problems  in  the  area. 

Twelve  Units  are  not  under  construction  and  plans  approved  for  a further  12  in 
Sanctuary  Lane  with  further  units  on  Trelawney  Road  Stage  II. 

Two  additional  1 - B.R.  flats  were  approved  for  the  Warden  controlled  estate  at 
Elliston  Gardens,  Porthleven. 

The  site  at  23/25  Wendron  Street,  after  many  years  of  discussion,  has  eventually 
been  resolved  by  the  acceptance  of  Messrs.  Dean  Developments  Limited,  tender 
of  £13,726  for  the  erection  of  2 2 - B.R.  Flats.  These  are  required  to  have  natural 
stone  fronts  and  it  is  proposed  to  utilise  the  granite  and  sandstone  from  Helston 
Station  building,  when  it  is  demolished. 

(b) Old  Persons  Housing 

With  the  success  of  Porthleven's  units  it  is  proposed  to  construct  up  to  24  1 - B.R. 
flats  in  Helston. 

2.  Building  Regulations,  1965 

One  thousand,  two  hundred  and  eleven  visits  were  made  in  1971  and  1,524  in  1972. 

With  the  advent  of  tighter  control  being  exercised  on  the  new  buildings  being 
erected,  several  matters  emerged  which  required  further  action,  but  now  generally, 
the  local  contractors  understand  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  and  very 
few  problems  occur. 

3.  Improvement  Grants 

With  the  increased  publicity  by  the  Government  more  persons  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  grant  facilities  as  the  following  figures  show:- 
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Applications  Received  Amounts  Approved 

197J 1972 1971 1972 

Standard  Grants  7 7 £3,006  £2,199 

Discretionary  Grants  13  36  £8,043  £38,941 

The  numbers  of  visits  made  in  respect  of  grant  applications  considerably  increased 
from  only  96  in  1971  to  332  in  1972. 

4.  Caravan  Sites 

In  both  years  there  were  3 permanent  sites  licenced  under  the  above  Act,  comprising 
a total  of  132  caravans. 

A general  tightening  of  control  was  found  to  be  necessary  as  with  the  increase  in 
size  of  caravans  arriving  on  the  sites  the  20'  0"  spacing  was  found  to  be  reduced. 

This  action  is  still  being  pursued. 

5.  Unsatisfactory  Housing 

The  following  incidences  of  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  1971-72. 

Helston  Ward  — 8 families 

Porthleven  Ward  — 3 families 
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SECTION  E 


FOOD  HYGIENE  IN  THE  BOROUGH 

1.  Supervision  of  Food 

(a)  Inspections 

Continuing  routine  inspections  of  food  premises  have  been  made  during  both  1971 
and  1972. 

Visits  to  food  premises  were  as  follows:- 

1971  1972 

884  599  Slaughterhouse 

278  152  Food  Premises  (including 

Ice-Cream  dealers) 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  is  explained  later. 

(b) Contraventions 

Seven  contraventions  occurred  in  1971  and  2 in  1972,  regarding  foreign  bodies  in 
bread,  milk,  sausages,  pies,  nuts,  chips  and  kidneys.  No  prosecutions  were  taken  but 
warning  letters  were  sent. 

(c)  Condemnations 

Food  stuffs  condemned  after  voluntary  surrender  were  destroyed  or  disposed  of  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  There  is  still  a considerable  amount  of 
food  being  surrendered  due  to  the  advent  of  the  frozen  foods  cold  storage  electrical 
failures  etc.  Sixteen  inspections  were  made  in  1971  and  20  in  1972  for  this  purpose. 

Total  Food  Condemned: - 

1971  — 18  cwts.,  2 qrs.,  9 lbs. 

1972  — 6 tons,  5 cwts.,  1 st.,  12  lbs.,  8 oz. 

2.  Milk  and  Dairies  (General  Regulations,  1959) 

Twelve  premises  were  registered  under  this  act  in  1971  and  5 in  1972. 

The  Cornwall  County  Council,  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling  Authority,  reported 
that  31  samples  were  taken  in  the  Borough  in  197 1 and  12  in  1972.  Twenty-six 
were  satisfactory  in  1971  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  1972. 

Milk  Sampling 

There  are  no  Retailer/Producers  of  raw  milk  in  the  Borough.  In  1971  and  1972  2 
milk  herds  within  the  town  were  registered  as  Accredited  under  the  Brucellosis 
Scheme. 
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3.  Food  and  Drugs,  1955  - Section  16 
(a)  Ice-Cream 

Two  premises  were  registered  during  each  year  for  the  sale  of  Ice-Cream.  The 
total  premises  now  registered  within  the  Borough  are:- 

Manufacturers  — 1 Dealers  — 50 


(b)Meat  Products 

No  additional  premises  were  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  sausages 
and  cooked  meats  in  1971  and  2 were  registered  in  1972. 

4.  Meat  Inspection 


The  majority  of  animals  killed  by  the  local  private  slaughterhouse  are  for  export 
to  other  areas.  One  hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  and  totals 
inspected  show  little  change  from  the  previous  year. 


1971 

Cattle 

(except 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,604 

261 

84 

1,775 

11,031 

Number  inspected 

1,604 

261 

84 

1,775 

11,031 

All  diseases  except 
cysticerosis  and 
tuberculosis 

(a)  Whole  carcase  con- 
demned 

1 

14 

5 

7 

30 

(b) Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned 

221 

30 

5 

4 

649 

Tuberculosis  only 

(a)  Whole  carcase 

(b) Carcase  of  which 
some  part  of  organ 
was  condemned 

, — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticerosis  only 

(a)  Whole  carcase 

(b)Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gross  weight  of  meat  condemned 

127  cwts.,  2 qrs.,  22  lbs. 

\ 
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Eleven  slaughterman's  licences  were  issued  during  1971  to  persons  employed  in  the 
Helston  Slaughterhouse.  None  were  issued  in  1972  because  of  the  closure  of  the 
Slaughterhouse. 


1972 

Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,788 

47 

5,861 

21,940 

Number  inspected 

1,788 

47 

5,861 

21,940 

Ail  diseases  except  cysticerosis 
and  tuberculosis 

(a)  Whole  carcase  condemned 

5 

5 

14 

36 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

126 

1 

52 

1,176 

T uberculosis  only 

(a)  Whole  carcase 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

8 

— 

— 

138 

Cysticerosis  only 

(a)  Whole  carcase 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

* 

Gross  weight  of  meat  condemned: 

1 08  cwts 

.,  2 qrs.,  18  lbs. 

The  closure  of  the  one  private  Slaughterhouse  in  the  area,  due  to  business  changes, 
altered  the  whole  routine  of  the  office  and  this  allowed  other  matters  to  be 
pursued. 
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SECTION  F 


GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY 

Forty-seven  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  occurred  in  the  Borough  during 
1971.  Forty-two  of  these  notifications  were  measles.  Last  year  was  a measles  year 
in  the  ordinary  2 year  cycle  of  the  disease  and  1971  could  be  expected  to  be  free 
of  the  disease.  However  the  disease  incidence  followed  the  pattern  as  in  1970  — 
cases  being  notified  between  the  months  of  February  and  October.  The  highest 
number  of  cases  were  notified  in  April  and  July.  Throughout  the  year  109  children 
were  protected  against  the  disease  and  if  the  births  in  1969  are  taken  as  approximately 
the  number  of  children  needing  protection  in  1971  this  gives  a low  protection  rate 
of  40%.  If  the  disease  is  to  be  eliminated  from  the  Community  the  protection  rate 
must  be  over  85%  of  children  under  the  age  of  3 years.  German  Measles  and  Chicken 
Pox  were  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease  in  Schools  in  the  Borough.  One  pre- 
school child  and  one  Primary  School  child  died  of  infectious  diseases  during  the 
year.  Children  admitted  to  hospital  are  routinely  screened  for  throat,  nose  and 
bowel  infections.  The  most  common  organisms  found  as  potential  sources  of  infection 
either  in  the  hospital  or  the  Community  were: 

Streptococcal  pyogenes  (Group  A Haemolytic),  Staphylococcus  Aureus  and 
Coliform  organisms  types. 

Echo  Virus  Type  17  was  identified  in  2 instances.  Eight  cases  of  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE  were  notified  in  1972. 

Gastro-Enteritis 

Two  cases  were  investigated.  One  child  died. 

Dysentery 

No  cases  were  identified  during  1971 . Six  persons  were  investigated  for  persistent 
diarrhoea  but  no  bacterial  or  virus  cause  could  be  found. 

Food  Poisoning 

One  Family  returned  from  the  Far  East  with  a history  of  intermittent  diarrhoea  over 
6 weeks.  Investigations  did  not  reveal  any  bacterial  cause.  Three  other  cases  of  diarrhoea 
had  negative  faeces  samples. 

Salmonella 

One  case  of  Salmonella  Shubra  received  treatment  at  home.  The  family  returned  from 
Africa  in  November,  1970  and  the  case  became  a persistent  carrier  until  the  middle 
of  January,  1971.  No  other  member  of  the  family  became  infected. 

Salmonella  Enteriditis  (Type  8)  occurred  in  2 cases  in  June  and  December.  During 
1969  9 cases  of  Salmonella  Enteriditis  (Type  8)  were  confirmed  between  August 
and  October  in  Camborne  and  Truro.  Poultry  were  infected  on  this  occasion.  No 
links  could  be  established  between  this  outbreak  and  the  2 cases  in  the  Borough  in 
1971. 
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Scabies 

One  family  had  treatment  for  this  infection  during  1971 . 

Meningococcal  Infection 

A pre-school  child  died  of  this  infection  during  the  year.  No  other  cases  were 
notified. 

Cholera 

In  July,  197  1 the  World  Health  Organisation  declared  the  Province  of  Saragosa,  Spain 
a locally  infected  area.  The  organism  was  Vibrio  Cholerae  Serotype  OGAWA  and 
travellers  visiting  that  area  had  to  be  vaccinated.  Six  persons  returning  to  the  Borough 
from  an  infected  area  were  placed  under  surveillance  for  5 days.  Stools  from  these 
persons  were  negative. 

Anthrax 

In  1972  under  the  Anthrax  Order  (1950)  3 notices  declaring  and  defining  infected 
places  were  received.  No  case  was  confirmed. 


Rubella  Protection 


Helston 

Grammar 

Gwealhellis 

C.S. 

Helston 

C.S. 

1971 

Total 

1972 

Helston 

Comp. 

Estimated  No.  in  Age  Group 

44 

65 

22 

131 

156 

Consents  total  number 

40 

58 

17 

115 

141 

% consents  of  total 

91% 

89% 

77% 

88% 

90% 

Consented  to  be 

vaccinated  at  school 

35 

51 

12 

98 

122 

Vaccinated  at  school 

30 

42 

10 

82 

87 

% 

86% 

82% 

83% 

84% 

71% 

To  be  vaccinated  by  G.P. 

5 

7 

5 

17 

14 

Number  absent  or  deferred 

5 

9 

2 

16 

35 

% vaccinated  to  total  consents 

— 

— 

— 

71% 

62% 

% vaccinated  to  total  in  age 

group 

— 

— 

— 

63% 

56% 

Tuberculosis 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 
No  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  the  Borough. 
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Tuberculosis  Register 


Males 

Females 

Total 

No.  of  cases  on  T.B.  Register 
at  commencement  of  year: 

Respiratory 

10 

11 

21 

Non-Respiratory 

3 

4 

7 

No.  of  cases  on  T.B.  Register  at 
the  end  of  the  year: 

Respiratory 

10 

11 

21 

Non-Respiratory 

3 

4 

7 

Restored  to  the  Register  during 
the  year: 

Respiratory 

Transferred  from  another 

area— 

Respiratory 







TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  RESTORED  AND  REMOVED  FROM  THE  REGISTER 
No  cases  were  added  or  removed  from  the  Register  during  1971  and  1972. 


School  Children  Protection 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  School  Children  at  Secondary  School  Entry 


Helston 

C.S. 

Gwealhellis 

C.S. 

Helston 

Grammar 

1971 

Totals 

1972 

Helston 

Comp. 

Est.  No.  in  Age  Group 

89 

194 

92 

375 

367 

Consents: 

Number 

82 

189 

90 

361 

350 

Given  Skin  Test 

Number 

71 

161 

86 

318 

321 

Positive  Reactors 

Number 

11 

34 

9 

54 

29 

Percentage 

15% 

21% 

10% 

17% 

9% 

Given  B.C.G. 

52 

112 

68 

232 

254 

% B.C.G.'d  of  those  consented 

64% 

73% 

% B.C.G.'d  of  total  in  age  group 

62% 

69% 
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Tetanus  Immunisation  of  School  Leavers  in  Senior  Schools 


Helston 

C.S. 

Gwealhellis 

C.S. 

Helston 

Grammar 

1971 

Totals 

1972 

Helston 

Comp. 

Number  in  Age  Group 

61 

168 

74 

303 

200 

Consents 

58 

64 

67 

189 

114 

% of  Total 

95% 

38% 

91% 

75% 

57% 

Consented  to  be  vaccinated 

at  school 

48 

55 

47 

150 

94 

Vaccinated  at  school 

42 

49 

44 

135 

68 

% immunised  at  school  of 

consents  for  school 

88% 

89% 

94% 

90% 

72% 

To  be  vaccinated  by  G.P. 

10 

9 

20 

39 

14 

Absent  or  deferred 

6 

6 

3 

15 

26 

% immunised  of  total  no. 

in  age  group 

41% 

34% 

% immunised  at  school  of 

total  consents 

90% 

41% 

45. 
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Notifiable  Disease  — 1971/1972 
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Notifiable  Disease  — 1971/1972 
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42 

2 

2 

1 

r-  t- 

Dec. 

1 1 II 

1 1 

> 
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1 1 II 

1 1 

Oct. 

^ 1 II 

1 

Sept. 

1 II 

1 1 

Aug. 

^ 1 II 

CM 

1 

July 

- 1 II 

" i 

June 

1 II 

1 

May 

03  1 II 

1 1 

Apr. 

- 1^1 

1 1 

Mar. 

- 1 - 1 

* 

1 1 

Feb. 

- 1 II 

1 1 

Jan. 

1 CM  |r- 

1972 

- 

Disease 

Measles 

Salmonella 

Infection 

Whooping 

Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Salmonella 

Infection 
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